
                                                                               The Ascension of Our Lord 

What we are celebrating today is a great mystery, of a God who descended from heaven and today we 

commemorate his ascension into heaven. After completing his work on earth, the Word returns to the 

Father who sent him. The theological implications of the Ascension of Jesus Christ point to the 

indispensable exaltation of Christ as the Lord and King of all creation. God has exalted him, and St. Paul 

beautifully described this mystery in Philippians 2: 9. Our High Priest Jesus Christ who has gone up first, 

passing through the heavens and penetrating behind the veil into the sanctuary, where he intercedes in 

the presence of God on the behalf of His brothers and sisters, has entered into a new state where his 

contact with us is spiritualized. His visible presence is withdrawn until he comes again in glory. With all 

due solemnity, we are commemorating that day on which our poor human nature was carried up, in 

Christ, above all the hosts of heaven, above all the ranks of angels, beyond the highest heavenly powers 

to the very throne of God the Father. It is upon this ordered structure of divine acts that we have been 

firmly established to be perfected in God through faith, hope and charity. This is the reason why 

believing souls put unhesitating faith in what is not seen with the bodily eye, fixing their desires on what 

is beyond sight. That is why no one could be justified by faith if our salvation lay only in what was visible. 

Hence, the word of St. Paul in 2Cor 5: 7 says, “for we walk by faith, not by sight” And so Jesus’ visible 

presence has passed on into the Sacraments. Therefore, our faith is nobler and stronger because sight 

has been replaced by a doctrine whose authority is accepted by believing hearts, enlightened from on 

high. This faith has been increased by the Lord’s Ascension and strengthened by the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Therefore, we must remain united to our Risen and glorified Lord through faith and the Sacraments, and 

seek the things that are above. The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ strongly confirms the fact that our 

real home is in heaven. The Ascension is our hope of glory, for Jesus said in John 12:26, “where I am, my 

servant shall be also.” Referring to this great mystery in which we are part of, Psalm 68: 18; Ephesians 4: 

8, also described it by saying, “When he went up to the very heights, he took many captives with him; he 

gave gifts to men.” The Ascension of Jesus can be likened to a farmer, after cultivating the field, entrusts 

it to the watchman and returns to his home, to come back again for the harvest.  So, Christ has 

accomplished his work and gone to back to the Father, and sent the Holy Spirit to watch over it. On the 

last day he will come again to gather the harvest. On that day he will say to his chosen ones, “I was 

hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink, etc.”Mathew 25: 35. This will imply that 

though Christ has ascended, he has not left us; he is with us especially in the form of the hungry, the 

thirsty and all those who are suffering and needy in one form or the other. Therefore, whatever we do 

to the least of our brothers and sisters, we actually do that to him. 

So, if we are really united with Christ in this world, and love him and serve him as he wants us to do, he 

will unite us with himself also in heaven. If we live in charity and in the spirit of love with everyone we 

meet or come in contact with, then he who is seated at the right hand of the Father will tell us, “Come, 

you that are blessed of my Father! Come and possess the Kingdom which has been prepared for you 

ever since the creation of the world.”    
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