
1617 W. Pine Street | Appleton, WI 54914 | 920.739.0331 

Welcome and inspire  
all to share Christ’s love  

through faith and service. 

 

St. Bernard  
Congregation  
of Appleton 

 

  
 

MASS TIMES  CONNECT: 
 

ONLINE 
stbernardappleton.org 
 

FACEBOOK 
stbernardappleton 
 

EMAIL 
stbernard@stbernardappleton.org 

 

Palm Sunday April 5 2020 

 PRIEST:  
Father Jude Egbuna 
 

ACTIVE DEACON: 
Mike Eash 
 

RETIRED DEACONS: 
Don Nass 
Maury Reed 
Bob Vincent 

Effective Friday, March 20,  
All Public Attendance at Masses  
in the Diocese of Green Bay  
is suspended through Mid-April.  



 

DEAR PARISHIONERS FROM FATHER JUDE 

PALM SUNDAY REFLECTION 
 
On this Passion Sunday, St. Mathew presents to us an insight on Jesus’ entry into the city of Jerusalem to begin 
his Messianic work of suffering, dying and then his resurrection at Easter morning. Jesus enters the city humbly, 
on the back of a donkey. He is acclaimed and honored by the exulting crowds, but his earthly glory is  
short-lived. His kingdom is not of this world. The red carpet treatment the people give him ultimately contributes 
to his condemnation. But how fickle this world is! Those who acclaimed Christ as king swiftly turned around a few 
days later and cried out for his blood.     
 
In the light of that, the Prophet Isaiah speaking in the first reading of today refers to Jesus as the Servant of 
God who must first be a disciple, prayerfully receiving God’s Word before presuming to teach others. And  
this is what he did all through his life. There were oppositions from the people all through his public ministry  
because of this arduous task. In other words, Jesus message was met with opposition and hostility which resulted 
in persecution such as the one which awaited him as he rode into Jerusalem that very day. As we listened to  
the passion narratives we heard how Jesus absorbed all the physical and mental abuse directed at him without 
retaliation. In giving us this example, Jesus refers us to Mathew 5:39, where he says, “But I say to you, that you 
resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also”. In Jesus’ passion, he 
evidently demonstrated that self-emptying and self-abasement which St. Matthew presented to us in the passion 
narratives, as well as its reference by St. Paul in the second reading of today for our reflection, is indeed, the 
model for every Christian and disciples of all time. Secondly, he chose to be the humiliated one for the sake of 
all the lowly ones whom he served. The depth of his abasement is the point at which Christ is truly and fully the 
man for others.  
 
Jesus has left behind a beautiful and timeless track for every Christian to find and follow, for upon that lies 
abundant life without end. Think of a winter afternoon when paths and even fields are covered with soft, clean 
snow. The Snow is full of tracks made by birds and animals. As one looks closely at those tracks, there is the  
possibility of identifying some as belonging to the birds and the animals. And looking at those tracks again  
one can even tell what those birds and animals were up to.  
 
However, most of what you see there will be harmless. In other words, most of those tracks were probably, of 
the little creatures trying to stay alive in a hostile climate. A typical example might be the scratching of  
sparrows in their quest for worms, and the rooting of rabbits looking for a blade of grass. Sometimes you see 
the beaten snow where sheep have passed. But then, you see a splatter of blood on the snow where a fox or  
a bird of prey has made a kill. In other words, everything is written there in the snow for you to make your own 
conclusion. It could be one of innocence, of resourcefulness, of pain or real murder. 
 
Similarly, this happens in the world of humans. For instance, something can happen in the neighborhood, in the 
work place, in the Church community, even at home, where people are forced to take a stand. In such  
circumstances their minds and hearts are revealed. Some persons come out well while others come out poorly.  
This was the case in the event of Jesus’ trial during his passion events. Jesus was a transparently good person 
that when he was put on trial, the snow of his innocence fell from heaven and covered the earth. All who were 
part of the whole events of Jesus’ passion and death left their tracks on that snow. As we look upon those tracks 
we see some ugly things. We see the dutiful obedience of the soldiers who poked fun at Jesus openly and  
eventually carried out the execution. We see the unthinking, inconsistent and hostile crowd who shouted,  
“Crucify him…” We see the hatred, fanaticism of the Pharisees and the religious leaders who plotted his death 
out of jealousy and pride. We see the cold, calculating and the unrelenting evil schemes of Judas who betrayed 
Jesus. We also see the cowardice of Pilate who, though knowing Jesus to be innocent, signed his death warrant, 
out of fear of losing his position and friendship with Ceaser. We see the weakness of Peter in a moment of fear, 
in the face of threatening evil disowning Jesus. But are we much different from these people? We share common 
kingship with those people mentioned. How often have we not offended him and condemned him for similar  
motives? 
 
 



 Meeting Jesus on the Cross 
 

With so much commotion going on in the world right now, time has slipped away. It is hard for me to believe 
that it is Palm Sunday weekend already! Even though we will not be able to come together as a community,  
I encourage everyone to take the time to participate in a televised or web-based Mass this weekend to be 
able to live out the reading of the Passion of Jesus. I don’t know if there is a greater story that brings together 
Jesus’ humanity and divinity. That can be a great comfort for us, but it can be a challenge as well. 
 

We believe that God desired to be with us so completely that he lived through some of the most painful and 
heartbreaking experiences of humanity. Jesus was spit on, beat, humiliated, made to carry his deathbed,  
and had his body nailed to a piece of wood.  
 

 

And yet, he conquered all of that and more. 
 

We should find solace in the fact that Jesus experienced the bitterness of 
humanity so that when we reach out to him, we do so with the confidence 
that he knows. He knows what it is like to be shamed, hurt, sad, hungry, and 
abandoned by his closest friends. He knows what it is like to live through 
trials both big and small. Meeting Jesus on the cross in our times of struggle 
should bring us hope in dark times. 
 

The challenge to us is when we are the ones that are comforted, included, 
and well-cared for, because we are still called to meet Jesus on the cross. 
Because he is bound and helpless on the cross, he relies on us to do his work of caring for the outcast, the poor, 
the shamed, the sick, and the anxious. Jesus needs you in both good times and in bad. 
 

How will you meet Jesus on the cross today? 
 

Deacon Mike 

MUSINGS FROM THE DEACON CAVE 

 However, we also see some lovely things. We see the steadfast loyalty of a little group of friends who stayed 
with Jesus to the end, among whom were his mother and John, the beloved disciple. We see the courage of  
Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus to carry the cross. We also see the compassion and bravery of Veronica, 
who wiped the painful and bloody face of Jesus. There is also the sympathy of the women of Jerusalem, who 
wept upon seeing the untold excruciating pain and suffering Jesus passed through. Mind you, it was not Jesus 
who was judged on that day. It was his disciples, and especially his accusers and executioners. But it was not 
Jesus who judged them. They judged themselves by the tracks they left behind. And we too will be judged by 
the tracks we leave behind us.   
 
In any case, the good news is that neither the treachery of Judas, nor the denials of Peter, nor the cowardice  
of the rest of the apostles, which Jesus clearly announced, was an obstacle to his boundless generosity; his love 
was above every meanness that could ever be imagined. Jesus knew only too well of our own betrayals also, 
yet he has kept on loving us from the beginning of time. He will continue to love us whether we are close to or 
far away from him.       
 
Blessings, Father Jude 

We ask St. Bernard Parish to pray for family and friends of 
 

Charlotte Jaehnke 
Mother of Father Dennis Ryan 

 
 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” 

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY 



ST BERNARD PARISH CALENDAR 
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 All Parish Activities and Events have been Cancelled.  
Please review times when our building will be open for prayer. 
If you have questions or concerns, please call our Parish Office at 
739-0331.  
 

St. Bernard Parish Church hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 11:00 am-1:00 pm  
 

Effective Friday, March 20, All Public Attendance at Masses in the 
Diocese of Green Bay is suspended through Mid-April.  
 

While we cannot be physically together,  
Please join us in praying for the intentions of our prayer list 
 

 We’ve included prayer intentions in this bulletin and you can  
      access the list on our website 
 Add your own intentions on our website or call our Parish Office 

and leave a message 
Help us reach out to our homebound Parishioners 
 Make a friendly phone call or write notes & cards 
 Volunteer on our website or call our Parish Office and leave 

Cathy a message 
 

You’ll find ways to continue sharing and growing in our faith,  
participate in Mass, and other helpful information, resources and  
links on our website, Facebook page, and in our bulletin. 
Let’s stay connected as a Parish Family and Friends in Christ! 
 
Prayer Requests 
 

For the health of my parents 
 

For the health of everyone in our Parish 
 

For Michael who is undergoing treatment for colon cancer 
 

For continue income during this time 
 

For all who are ill from COVID-19 
 

For my job 
 

For my son-in-law who is lost his job and for the closer of his  
Businesses 
 

For my daughter, son-in-law and our two grandsons 
 

For Joe’s mom who is in the hospital 
 

For all the students who are adjusting to learning online and are 
apart from teacher, friends and classmates 
 

For all healthcare workers; for their personal safety, renewed 
strength and wisdom of all those they are treating with the virus 
 

For my 86 year old Aunt who is living alone 

PRAYER REQUESTS FORMED 

Most of us who have journeyed through 
this Lent have wished/prayed for an  
enriched faith. The Lenten Reflections by  
Dr Tim Gray have been excellent and most 
helpful in FORMED. (Check it out)Many of 
you are overwhelmed by the current state 
of affairs. Well FORMED.org, gives you 
boundless  
opportunities to switch your focus. From 
studies to devotional; audiobooks to  
movies; Apologetics to Youth programs; 
from Kids to Faith formation…...what’s  
available at your fingertips is FANTASTIC. 

Might I suggest that you just sign in and 
look. Go to Formed.org; sign up; pick our 
Parish by name and address; add your 
name and email and, if you need our 
code, it is XMJM3V. 

Just browse. You can’t break anything. 
You can be deported from your current 
circumstances to learning;  
listening; time of distraction into something 
quite remarkable. 
Enjoy!!! 
Submitted weekly by a St. Bernard Parishioner 



 

St. Bernard Parish Bishop’s Appeal  
Goal  $52,268 
 

Gifts  $40,431 
 

Balance $11,837 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

PARISH COMMUNITY 

Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-
54   
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11  
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 
11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 
Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-
13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3
-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 
32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 
[3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 
28:1-1 

While in-person Masses are suspended, the expenses continue. We rely heavily on weekend collections to meet our 
budgeted needs. Please keep us in mind with a regularly mailed in check or online giving through our  
website. For online giving contact WE Share at 1-800-950-9952. They will walk you through the initial sign-in. 
Thank you for your continued support.    

WEEKLY READINGS 

We are the Church of the Home. 
Over the next few weeks we will continue to offer opportunities for you to  
experience God at work in your family. It is our goal to help you continue 
your faith journey with resources for you to use at home. As we experience 
this extremely challenging time, prayers and hope are needed to keep us  
focused on who we are as people of God. 
• Weekend Mass available on Saturday after 5:45 pm on our Parish Webpage, Flocknote, and YouTube. 
St. Bernard will be video recording weekend Mass every Saturday. It is our goal to have it available by 5:45 pm 
each Saturday night. We ask your patience as it does take some time for us to load the video to the various digital 
sources. The Triduum will also be available. Details will be provided at a later date via Flock note and our web 
page. 
• Rosary 
Nita Kadolph will be hosting the rosary on Wednesday mornings at 7:00 am using Zoom. You can join her at  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/417600426 or call +312 626 6799. The meeting ID is: 417-600-426 
• Divine Mercy 
Let us seal our doors at home with the image of Divine Mercy-Jesus, I trust in you. We have small blessed Divine 
Mercy images in our Parish Narthex. If you are at Church during the building hours (MWF, 11:00 am-1:00 pm), 
please feel free to take one of the images and place it on your front door. Here is the YouTube with detailed  
information https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot3tVMXnOzI&feature=youtube 

• PLEASE CHECK YOUR FLOCKNOTE EMAIL FREQUENTLY 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/417600426%20or%20call%20+312
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot3tVMXnOzI&feature=youtu.be

